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The Aims of the Sabine Baring-Gould Appreciation Society CONTENTS 

The aims of the Society are to enable those interested in the man and his work to 
share their enthusiasm and spread the interest among others. These aims are to be 
achieved by means of Newsletters, a membership list, website, Annual Gathering at 
venues with some association with Sabine Baring-Gould, and publication of the 
Transactions. 

THE COMMITTEE 

President: Dr Merriol Almond. 17 Hillsboro Drive, West Hartford, Connecticut 
06107 USA Tel. 860 561 2147. E-mail: merriol@gmail.com 
Chairman: Martin Graebe, 100 Cheltenham Rd, Gloucester. GL2 0LX 
Tel. 01452 523861 E-mail: martin.graebe@btinternet.com 
Hon. Secretary: Shan Graebe: 100 Cheltenham Rd, Gloucester. GL2 0LX 
Tel. 01452 523861 E-mail: shan.graebe@btintemet.com 
Hon. Treasurer: Bill Oke. Hampton Dene, 4 Ash Lane, Wells, Somerset, BA5 2LU. 
Tel: 01749 673472 E-mail bi1l.oke@talktalk.net 
East Anglian Representative: Ray Scott, 40 Duck Lane, Haddenham, Cambs. CB6 
3UE. Tel 01353 740817. E-mail: rayandshirley.scott@btinternet.com 
North Country Representative and Research Co-ordinator: Keith Lister, l la 
Grove Road, Horbury,' Wakefield, W.Yorks. WF4 6AG. Tel. 01924 276697 
E-mail: kthlstr@gmail.com 
Liaison with Lewtrenchard Church: Sylvia Crocker, East Raddon Farm, Lew 
trenchard, Lewdown, DEVON Tel. 01566 783010; www.eastraddon-dartmoor.co.uk 
Borders Representative: Becky Smith, Crossways Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford 
shire HR2 0DX. Tel. 01873 890695 E-mail rebeccatope@btintemet.com 
Southern England representative, Helen English, 25 Greenstone Road, Shaftes 
bury, Dorset SP7 8FL 
Newsletter Editor: Dr Roger Bristow. 2 Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth, Devon. 
EXI0 9AW. Tel. 01395 578003 E-mail: devonbristows@btinternet.com 

SABINE BARING-GOULD was born on 2st11 January 1834 in Exeter and died on 
2nd January 1924 at Lewtrenchard 

• Hugely influential collector of folksongs at a time when such songs were being 
rapidly forgotten. 

• Prolific novelist. Among the ten best of his time? 
• Folklorist. Magpie collector of anecdotes, practices, beliefs. 
• Archaeologist. Pioneer of over 60 excavations on Dartmoor . 
• Loved and respected pastor to a widespread Devonshire community 
• Reconstructor of buildings - he made enormous changes to both house and 

church at Lewtrenchard. 
• Wrote or translated well known hymns and carols. 
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Front and back covers 

The front cover is a painting of John (Johann) Baring, a German immi 
grant who came to England in 1717 and was apprenticed to a wool mer 
chant in Exeter. 

The back cover is a painting of John's wife, Elizabeth Vowler, the 
daughter of a prosperous Exeter grocer, whom he married in 1729. 

John and Elizabeth are Sabine's great, great, grandparents. It was their 
son, Charles, who by marring Margaret Gould in 1767 at St Leonard's 
Church united the two families, but it was not until their son William 
(Sabine's grandfather) obtained a royal licence to assume the name and 
arms of the Gould family, that the name Baring-Gould was created. Wil 
liam married Diana Amelia SABINE and thus it is from his paternal 
grandmother that Sabine's Christian name is derived. 

Deadline for Newsletter 74: 15 Feb. 2014 



SBGAS Annual Meeting, Exeter, 11-13th Oct. 2013 

The meeting, attended by some 40 members, concentrated on SB-G's institu 
tional and intellectual context in Exeter and Devon, on the wider context of 
farming in Devon, and his hymn writing. Appropriately, it was held in the ad 
ministrative, ecclesiastical and intellectual centre of Devon, the distinguished 
and ancient City of Exeter., very properly nucleated on the Cathedral Close. 

We met on Saturday iz" October (having supped together the preceding eve 
ning), in the marvellously traditional main reading room of the triumphantly 
surviving Devon & Exeter Institution, which manages also to be fully alive to 
modern requirements for research, allied as it has been to the University of 
Exeter since the early 1970s. Chairman, John Manley-Tucker, provided a fasci 
nating account of its foundation by the local nobility and gentry in 1813, pur 
chasing a long lease ( and eventually the freehold) of its present site in the Close 
in 1817, the whole process entirely consonant with late Enlightenment self-help 
developments throughout the UK at that time. Apart from expensive roof 
structure problems, about to be solved, the Institution, a charity since 1989,has 
every prospect of a continued useful life as cultural meeting place and local 
studies research centre well into our rather less noble times. 

This led naturally to Roger Bristow's talk on Exeter in SB-G's novels, in the 
event expanded into a survey of the Exeter of the Barings and Baring-Gould, 
since in fact, Exeter rarely appeared in his novels. The Cathedral, however, was 
dear to Sabine's heart and thus it appear in his novel Richard Cable. Likewise, 
the Royal Clarence Hotel appears in the novel as the Clarendon Hotel; so called 
also, rather curiously, in his Diary. The founder of the dynasty, Johann Baring, 
a Lutheran from Germany took apprenticeship with an Exeter wool merchant in 
1717 and established himself by marrying Elizabeth Vowler in 1729, the 
daughter of a rich grocer. In this prosperous city, he too prospered. Thereafter, 
the family story is one of relentless social and economic rise, founding Barings 
Bank so recently and calamitously destroyed. By marrying into the Gould 
squirearchy, the double surname, Baring-Gould, was acquired, as well as the 
Lewtrenchard estate. We were shown pictures of former Baring houses in Exe 
ter, all now sadly deleted by barbarian march of progress or by the fall of 
bombs in 1942. 

Presenting another context, Anthony Gibson, formerly a senior officer of the 
NFU, spoke with considerable background knowledge on the world of farming 
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in Devon in SB-G's time, a time which was not always propitious for estates, 
especially perhaps for one of a medium-sized 3000 acres at Lewtrenchard, with 
four farms and associated smallholdings. Throughout his ownership, despite 
the cyclical nature of revenue and the general agricultural depression of his 
later years, SB-G invested in improvements to buildings and agricultural prac 
tice, often against the inbuilt conservatism and determined backwardness of the 
Devon farmer. Cattle and sheep for meat, and grain for immediate use as fod 
der were throughout Devon the main drivers of farming activity. His later re 
turns were so appallingly low that in one year his net profit was only £2. Thus, 
the benison of his immense literary output to pay for farm, house and family. 

Dr Robin Wootton, a distinguished entomologist, former lecturer, and now 
Hon. Fellow of Exeter University, also historian of the Devonshire Association, 
spoke on SB-G and the Association, now 151 years old, of which SB-G was a 
loyal member and to whose project committees he was a tireless contributor, 
and President in 1896. He specialised in the archaeology and ethnology of 
Devon and especially of Dartmoor, and in Devon folklore and music. Later 
generations might accuse him of hasty and destructive archaeology, but for his 
time he was scientifically based and meticulous in record and conclusion. We 
owe him much for his archaeological exploration and for his avid collection of 
folk song. 

There followed an enjoyable and instructive visit to the shining new quarters of 
the Cathedral archives and library, and archives exhibiton, led by Canon Li 
brarian Ann Barwood who had done much to raise the substantial for building, 
equipment and transfer. The few SB-G memorabilia were laid out for us, and 
we were honoured to be especially shown the famous Exeter Book given to the 
library by Leofric c.1050, a date which may well make Exeter Cathedral Li 
brary one of the oldest continuing libraries in the country. After a splendid cho 
ral evening in the Cathedral we (naturally) repaired to a nearby city hostelry for 
an Association repast, accompanied by wine and good cheer. 

We were thus suitably refreshed for Sunday's wonderfully well-researched and 
presented talk by our long-term member and friend, the Rev. Prebendary Nor 
man Wallwork, on the hymns of SB-G. Few of us knew that SB-G penned up 
wards of 80 hymns and carols, most of them generously printed out for us by 
the speaker. It is regrettable that only a few have survived into our multitudi 
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nous hymn books, for they are good theology, good poetry and mostly very 
memorable and singable. And how much we all remember our favourite with 
carols, some still in the repertoire today SB-G attempted to bring the 'sanctuary 
to the market place' by including non-biblical mythology and poetic metaphor, 
as indeed had the poets and songsters of the is" century. As the speaker ob 
served, hymns hit us early and subliminally, and their words and melodies can 
often beneficially emerge in life's sensitivities and crises. 

After a suitably musical interlude of three folk songs by the ever-harmonious 
Chairman and Hon. Secretary who so wonderfully in song join earth with 
heaven, we were led by Hazel Harvey on a short walking tour of SB-G's Exe 
ter, which reminded us of the City's past. One site to the immediate west of the 
Cathedral, excavated in the early 1970s, enshrines all cultural layers from Ro 
man hypocaust to present lawn, a full reminder of the City's long-term signifi 
cance and prosperity. 

The Annual General Meeting, meritoriously held at mid-point on the Saturday 
in order to include as many members as possible and in wider time, did as all 
AGMs do, in this case recording by the meticulous Hon. Treasurer our satisfac 
tory finances, electing Helen English to represent the south of England, and 
Sylvia Crocker to replace Mary Rolfe following her regretted resignation to 
represent Lewtrenchard and its church, re-electing the existing Committee en 
bloc, and deciding on Horbury for the Annual Meeting on 3-5 Oct. 2014. Ice 
land was suggested as a possibility for July 2015, subject to further enquiries, 
as also Pau for another year. The website, running satisfactorily, had attracted 
some 5000 hits during its life. It was a pleasure that our President, Merriol Al 
mond, was able to be with us. 

Indeed, the whole meeting was a pleasure and delight. It was a delight to meet 
old friends, to share common interests, to dine and lunch so excellently to 
gether, all so admirably projected, arranged and administered by our former 
Hon. Secretary and now Hon. Editor, Roger Bristow, for which he was duly 
thanked after the last lunch by our Chairman, Martin Graebe. We are always 
grateful for these most enjoyable and enlightening meetings which celebrate so 
Protean a character as SB-G. 

The Annual Gathering 2014 

Fixed for Oct 3-5th at Horbury, Yorkshire, and in the capable hands of 
Keith Lister and Christine Cudworth. 

For possible subsequent meetings, see the draft minutes of the AGM on 
p.11 

Sabine's Horbury monument 

In the Horbury & District News (p. 28, Oct. 11th 2013) there is an article 
about the Pride of Horbury Bridge Community Group having just un 
veiled a large stone commemorating the 'Home of Onward Christian 
Soldiers'. The unveiling took place to the singing of Onward Christian 
Soldiers. 

Thanks to Keith Lister for bringing this to my attention 

Robin Price Oct. 15th 2013 
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BOOK REVIEW 'BITS OF EVERSFIELD': Alan Clark at Bratton Clovelly 

War Memorial: The Story of One Village's Sacrifice from 1914 to 2003 
CLIVE ASLETT. PENGUIN. 2012. £20 

This is a lovely book by any standards. Local history brought to life, with de 
tail and character sketches that make it a delightful read. But for our members 
it has the additional appeal of focusing in part on the Radford family of Lyd 
ford. Daniel Radford was one of Sabine's closest friends. He died at the opening 
of the twentieth century at the age of seventy-one. He was a fellow JP with Sabine, 
the first County Councillor for Tavistock, and a passionate fisherman. He owned 
the estate which included Lydford Gorge, as well as Mount Tavy, a handsome 
house on the outskirts of Tavistock. He was the host of the celebrated dinner party 
in the late 1880s which reputedly sowed the seed of Sabine's song collecting. The 
first edition of Songs of the West was dedicated to him. His death is marked with 
some emotion in the pages of A Book of Dartmoor, published that same year. 

... one of the noblest and kindest of men ... not without deep feeling can I 
pen these lines to commemorate one of the best men whom it has been 
my happiness to know. 

Daniel's grandson, Richard Radford Turner, died in the First World War, and is 
one of the individuals featured in great detail in the book. His family back 
ground is comprehensively described, including a substantial section about 
Daniel. 

Village life is presented in all its rich variety, throughout the twentieth cen 
tury. The core families who lived in Lydford for innumerable generations are 
all given their place - and for someone who was at school with descendants of 
these people, it is a most informative and meaningful read. The research is im 
pressively complete and the resulting many-layered picture a very valuable as 
sistance in understanding and visualising the social life of the last two or three 
decades of Sabine's life. 

1 
J 

1 
.I. 

Becky Smith 

In my piece 'Sabine Baring-Gould Dwelt Here' (Transactions vol.11 ), I failed 
to mention the late Alan Clark and his reference to Eversfield, having not at 
that point read his famous Diaries. The connection is not strong as he did not 
live there, but owned a cottage nearby called Town Farm - bought 'in a rush' 
for £2500 from the estate of Leroy Fielding in about 1958/9. Strapped for cash 
in the 1960s, he sold the fields known as 'the cream of Bratton' for £500. 
Elected in 1974 to represent Plymouth Sutton 25 miles away, he used it as 'a 
summer place ... kept going by periodic grants from our second house allow 
ance'. In the 1980s, he found it 'lovely here. Slow and peaceful, buds every 
where and bright greenery-yellow leaves bursting' (11/1/85). That year, there 
he wrote most of Barbarossa, his third volume of military history. 

Towards the end of his life he recalled with affection walking up 'dump' road 
and leaning on 'Bennett's gate (9/3/98). But when the final decision to sell the 
cottage was made, he and Jane had not visited it for seven years. 'Much here 
has changed, with the death of Mrs Lintern and David's sulkiness, and the un 
pleasant publican .... the house looks dreadful from the outside now, paint peel 
ing off the windows, and a generally neglected air' (23/7/98). [It would be in 
triguing to know if Mrs Lintern had been their caretaker, and David her son, 
unwilling to take on the role; the publican shall remain nameless!] The Clarks 
had hoped to raise £200k from the sale, but their agent only managed to broker 
a deal for £186k - reduced to £180k after the usual deductions (still a pretty 
impressive 75-fold gain for forty years and in poor condition). However, three 
months later they received reports that the buyer had 'welched' on the deal, and 
considered themselves 'very clever to have pouched deposit'; the house was 
'clearly not going to sell' (2/11/98). In the end it was sold at auction for £167k 
at the Red Lion, Okehampton, to a man from North Lew. 'If we hadn't been so 
hard up that we had to sell the field to Hortop', reflected Alan Clark, 'I was 
ready to buy the connecting vicarage strip, possibly later bits of Eversfield 
(19/12/98). Eight months after the auction he had died. 

David Shacklock 

The dated Diary quotes are from Diaries: In Power (W&N 1993) and The Last 
Diaries (W &N 2002). 
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SB-G References - David Shaddock 

James Wentworth-Day-ESSEX GHOSTS - Spur Books pbk ©1973 p. 18 ref. 
Mehalah/'Mahalah' 

WR Mitchell- YORKSHIRE GHOSTS-Dalesman pbk 1979 p.55 ref. The 
Padfoot & the mill girls of Hor bury 

Church Praise -Nisbet (no date, inscribed 1915) (for the Presbyterian Church 
in England 
421 Onward Christian Soldiers 5 vs. St Gertrude 
434 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 6 vs. St Oswald 
601 Now the day is Over 8 vs. Lyndhurst & Eudoxia 

David Gerrard- THE WEST COUNTRY - Country Living Guide to Rural 
England - Travel Publ. Co. 2006 (3rd ed) pbk- p. 166f SB-G featured 
under Lewdown - 'grandfather' also Rector of Lewtrenchard & mar 
ried 'Lancashire' mill girl 

Christine Hardyment - BEHIND THE SCENES - National Trust 1997 
( originally Home Comfort- Penguin 1992) - p. 151 quote from Court 
Royal re incompetence of cooks 

Brian Bailey-CHURCHYARDS OF ENGLAND & WALES -Hale 1987 -p. 
197 para. under Devon in appendix 'Some notable burials in English & 
Welsh Churchyards/Some notable churches & graves in England & 
Wales' 

Peter Tolhurst' s EAST ANGLIA: A LITERARY PILGRIMAGE- Black Dog 
Books 1996 - pp. 227-30, 232 + photos 

THE SOLDIERS' SONG BOOK- ed.Collier & Miller - Wm Clowes 1897 - 
No 22 Widdicombe Fair (by permission of the Rev.S.Baring-Gould) 

ARMY PRAYER BOOK INDIA- Government Property 1936 : 
100 Now the day is Over 8vs; 
120 On the resurrection Morning 6vs; 
122 Onward Christian Soldiers 5vs; 
157 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 6vs 

Rosemary Anne Lander- EXMOOR TRAVELLERS- Sutton 1993 p. l0lf 
qu. A Book of the West re Exmoor pony breeding 

J.B Priestley (Ed.) - OUR NATION'S HERITAGE- Dent 1939-p. 148f ex 
tract from Old Country Life: 'English Country Towns' 

Aled Jones - FORTY FAVOURITE HYMNS - Preface 2009 - No 3 9 Onward 
Christian Soldiers pp. 196-201 
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RS Hawker - FOOTRPRINTS OF FORMER MEN INF AR CORNWALL - 
John Lane 1893 -ix & xiv portrait of Parson Rudall (seep. 160f); p. Sf 
re Brychan & Morwenna, Pp 23 ref The Gaverocks' P. 133,280,283 
Cruel Coppinger & In the Roar of the Sea, p. 246f re the piscine at Mor 
wenstow, p.259 re hunting song in honour of John Arscott in Songs of 
the West, p.262f re cairn near the Cheesewring (A Book of the West JI 
p.207) 

Bram Stoker and Sabine Baring-Gould 

The Horbury and District News for Sept. 1th 2013 on p.29 carried the banner 
headline Bram Stoker's Dracula inspired by Baring-Gould's werewolves. The 
revelation was made on a recent BBC Radio 5 live programme when a listener 
rang in to say that Stoker had once admitted using Mr Baring-Gould's book 
[The Book of Were-Wolves (1865)] for research for his 1897 novel. Dublin born 
Stoker is reputed to have said 'I also got something from Baring Gould'. Sa 
bine's works are cited in the list of reference books included in Stoker's Drac 
ula notes held at the Rosenbach Museum, Philadelphia, and the opening of the 
story is said to echo Sabine's introduction to The Book of Were-Wolves. Stoker 
~s tho~ght to have used Sabine's description of were-wolves for his vampire, 
including the canine teeth, pointed nails, hairy palms and ability to change 
form. The article goes on to say that Baring-Gould was the 10th most popular 
novelist of his day, and that Sabine's marriage to the mill girl, Grace Taylor 
was the basis for George Bernard's Shaw's Pygmalion. 

Thanks also to Keith Lister for bringing this article to my attention. 

Website 

Martin has now put all the back numbers of the Newsletter on the website-this 
provides an easily accessible mine of information. One of our members Arthur 
Perkins, who lives at Lew Mill, is featured in the British Library Sound Ar 
chive. In the interview he talks, in his wonderful Devon accent, about his 
memories of life in Lewtrenchard. You can hear it by going to www.sbgas.org 
and then clicking on the British Library Sound Archive section on the left. 
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Draft Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 1ih October 2013 at 
Exeter 

ITEM MINUTE 

1. Chairman's Martin opened the meeting and welcomed members. 
welcome 

2. Apologies Sybil Tope, Jane Marchand, Ron and Margaret Wawman. 

3. Minutes of The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed. 
last meeting 

4. Matters None 
arising 

5. Treasurer's Bill gave a resume of his written report, which was available to anyone 
report who wanted a copy. The Society's finances are in good shape. The mem- 

bership subscription will stay the same for the next year. He confirmed 
that the new financial year for SB GAS starts on 1st September. 

6. Secretary's Shan read her report to the meeting. Helen English asked about the latest 
report membership contact list. Roger confirmed it will be sent out with the next 

Newsletter. David Shacklock commented that it would be good to have to 
have the latest version of the programme for Annual Gatherings on the 
website. Roger said that programmes were unfortunately subject to late 
changes, and Martin said he would try to ensure the latest would be dis- 
played. 

7. Research Keith read out and commented on his report. 
Coordinator's 
report 

8. SBGAS Martin gave his report. 
Transactions 

9. SBGAS In giving his report, Martin asked the meeting whether earlier editions of 
Website the Transactions should go on the website, in the same way that past 

Newsletters are now available there for anyone to see. One edition is now 
sold out and therefore unavailable, and some others have very few re- 
main.ing. After some discussion about the copyright position and the ne- 
cessity of obtaining permissions from authors, it was decided to leave 
this issue for the present. 

10. Admini- Future meetings - Keith gave the dates of the next Annual Gathering as 
stration 3/4/5 October 2014 in Horbury. It will be organized by Keith and 

Christine Cudworth. 
The idea for a 2015 meeting in Iceland was put, and about 12 people 
expressed an interest in going. If this were to go ahead, there would 
need to be a day meeting for an AGM. Norman Wallwork suggested St 
Barnabas, Pimlico. No firm decision was reached. 
Helen English said she would be willing to organize an Annual Gather- 
ing in Pau in the future. 
Membership - Bill confirmed that all members had now paid last year's 
subscriptions and that he and Shan maintain the membership list. 

11. Election Mary Rolfe has resigned from the committee. The meeting expressed 
of Officers their thanks for the valuable long service she has given, and keeping us 

in touch with the important events at St Peters and around Lewtrench- 
ard. Becky Smith proposed Helen English as South East Representa- 
tive, and this was seconded by Christine Cudworth. Roger proposed 
Sylvia Crocker as the Represcntati vc for Lewtrenchard and the sur- 
rounding district, and this was seconded by Keith Lister. They were 
both unanimously elected onto the committee. Robin Price proposed 
the re-election of all the other current officers. This was seconded by 
Eric Cudworth. This was carried by the meeting. 

12. A.O.B. Martin pointed out that that there is a link on the SBGAS website to an 
interview with member Arthur Perkins on the British Library Sound 
Archive website, which would be of interest to members. 

Mary Rolfe confirmed that the new toilet facilities at St Peters are now 
complete. Access is from the outside and available for use by the many 
visitors to St Peters and the Forgotten Garden. 

Sylvia Crocker reported some research she and her daughter Chloe had 
been able to do about new tenancies at East Raddon and Lew Mill 
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The Baring-Gould Folk weekend commemorates the 30th Anniversary 
of Wren Music at the special price of £30 

Followed by the Baring-Gould Folk Song School Monday Oct 2gth _ Fri 
day Nov. 1st in Okehampton - details at www.baring-gould.co.uk 
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SB-G and the Totnes Wassail Mystery 
Bob Mann 

For the last couple of years, I have regularly attended a traditional singing session at 
the Bay Horse Inn, Totnes, in South Devon. Most of what I sing is material from the 
Baring-Gould collection. In January, some of us decided to 'revive' (i.e. invent) our 
own ancient wassailing ceremony, in which apple trees are sung to, and evil spirits 
frightened away, in order to ensure a good harvest in the autumn. 
About a dozen ofus gathered on a cold, dark night. With home-made lanterns, Jed by a 
drummer, and singing heartily, we made our way up the hill, into a lane and thence to a 
small community-owned wood. There, we serenaded the trees, poured a libation of 
cider and sang what we were told was an old Totnes wassailing song. The usual was 
sailing ceremony involves firing guns into the trees, but this being Totnes, famous as a 
town of gentle, sensitive, healing souls, we just made enough noise to scare the evil 
spirits away. 
The main organiser of the event, a young man from the North East called Will, told us 
how he had discovered the words of the song. He and a fellow enthusiast had been re 
hearsing a Devon clog dance in the pub cellar. Suddenly, some plaster had fallen from 
the wall, revealing a cavity in which was found a hundred-year-old beer mat. On it was 
the song, as taken down by Baring-Gould. Will told us that S B-G had visited Totnes in 
January 1913, cycling into town, and staying at the Bay Horse, in order to observe the 
ceremony we had just successfully revived, and which had not been performed for a 
century. 
I have to confess that I was sceptical of this story. It seemed to me unlikely that S B-G 
would have cycled anywhere in 1913; had he stayed in Totnes he would have more 
likely put up at the Seymour Hotel, where he had once, in the 1880s, taken his travel 
ling concert party, than a small-town pub; the wood in which we were standing had 
o~y beenylanted about twenty years before; Devon has no tradition of clog dancing; I 
dtd not tht~k they _h_ad cardboard bee~ mats in 1913. But when we returned to the pub, 
and I was m a positron to personally mspect the beer mat, I had to admit that, however 
improbable the tale, the words of the song were, undoubtedly, in S B-G's distinctive 
hand. 
I am hoping to be able to borrow the beer mat in order to bring it to the Society AGM 
in Exeter, so that members can examine it and make up their own minds. 

Editorial comment. I was a little bit suspicious about this article. As a former 
beermat collector, I know that beermats did not appear in the UK until the 1920s. Beer 
~ats pre-~939 are very distinctive, printed on thick card and are easily recognisable. If 
1t really did date from 1913, then it would be an extremely valuable item (several hun 
dred pounds) regardless of whether it has been defaced by Sabine. Having now seen the 
mat, it is in fact only a few years old, but I have to confess, that the writing does look 
like Sabine's. 
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BARING-GOULD TITLES 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

This list is constantly expanding, and older titles are gradually being left out, to save 
space. Almost certainly there are omissions. Bossiney Books and Llanerck are regu 
larly producing books by or including SB-G. By far one of the biggest publishers of 
SB-G material is Kessinger Publishing (www.kessingerpub.com) - over 62 titles are 
currently available, although some of the 'titles' are in fact chapters from some of 
SB-G's books. Ifanvone knows of additional titles, please let the Editor know. 

"Myths of the Middle Ages" Edited by John Matthews. Hardback. Blandford 1996. 
New illustrations. £16.99 
"Lives of the British Saints" Llanerch. 1990 onwards. Various volumes. 
"The Book of Werewolves" Senate 1995. Introduction by Nigel Suckling. Paperback 
"Five Devon Seafarers". Taken from SB-G's Devonshire Characters. Bossiney 
Books. 2000. £2.99. 
"Six Devon Rogues" Taken from Devonshire Characters and Strange Events. Bossi 
ney Books. Paperback 2000. £2.99. 
"A Book of Folklore" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993. £5.00 
"Through Flood and Flame" Paperback. Praxis Books, 1997 £8.50 
"Winefred". Paperback. Praxis Books 1994 £6.50 
"Red Spider" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993 £5.00 
"Mehalah" Paperback. Praxis Books 1998 £8.50 
"Guavas the Tinner". Paperback. Praxis Books. 2000. £7.50 
"The Broom Squire" Paperback. Blackdown Press. 1996. £9 .99 
"Bladys of the Stewponey" Paperback. Praxis Books. 2003. £8.50 
"The Chorister" Paperback. Praxis Books. June 2004. £6.00 
"Court Royal" Paperback. Praxis Books. April 2005. £10.00 
"John Herring" Paperback, Praxis Books. £12.50. 
Margery of Quether with Other Strange and Curious Tales. Paperback, Praxis 
Books. 2009. £6. 
"Iceland its Scenes and Sagas". Signal Books. £12.99 
"Queen of Love" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
"Red Spider" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
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