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The Aims of the Sabine Baring-Gould Appreciation Society 

The aims of the Society are to enable those interested in the man and his work 
to share their enthusiasm and spread the interest among others. These aims 
are to be achieved by means of Newsletters, a membership list, website, An 
nual Gathering at venues with some association with Sabine Baring-Gould, 
and publication of the Transactions. 
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SABINE BARING-GOULD was born on 2gth January 1834 in Exeter and died on 
2nd January 1924 at Lewtrenchard 
• Hugely influential collector of folksongs at a time when such songs were being 

rapidly forgotten. 
• Prolific novelist. Among the ten best of his time? 
• Folklorist. Magpie collector of anecdotes, practices, beliefs. 
• Archaeologist. Pioneer of over 60 excavations on Dartmoor . 
• Loved and respected pastor to a widespread Devonshire community 
• Reconstructor of buildings - he made enormous changes to both house and 

church at Lewtrenchard. 
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Front and back covers 

The front cover shows the west front of Exeter Cathedral. It is in the 
Cathedral that we will complete the Saturday afternoon programme of 
the SB GAS 2013 Annual Gathering-this will be Choral Evensong at 
4.0pm, followed by a visit led by the Canon Librarian, Ann Barwood, to 
see some of the Cathedral archives, including the leather-bound, manu 
script copies, of four of Sabine's hymns. 

The rear cover photographs (courtesy of Ron Wawman) show the Holy 
Well as it was in 1914 and at its 2013 rededication (see p.12) fo1lowing 
all the restoration that has been undertaken in the Forgotten Garden. 

Deadline for Newsletter 73: 15 Oct. 2013 



Editorial 

!he artic~e by ~avid ~hacklock on the opposite page raises an interest 
mg question, With which 19th Century authors, if any, did Sabine corre 
s?ond? I have not done any extensive research, but there seems to be a 
s_mgular lack of co~mun_ication _between Sabine and his contemporary 
hterar~ figures. In his pnvate Diary, there is no mention of any of the 
follow1~g authors. One author in particular, Thomas Hardy, goes 
unmentioned by Sabi~e,. and si-:nilarly Sabine goes unmentioned by 
Hardy (1840-1928). It 1s inconceivable that they were unaware of each 
other. Their lives ov~rlapped for a considerable period and geographi 
cally they had much m common-Hardy had worked in Cornwall and it 
was here that he met his first wife-much of his poetry in later life was 
based on Cornwall. One interesting parallel between the two are the 
books !~ed Spider (by Sabine in 1887) and Tess of the d'Urbervilles (by 
Hardy m 1891). In both, the heroines' fathers have pretensions of gran 
deur each believing that they were descended from wealthy families. 
Also, the de_ath of the family horse in each story has a profound effect on 
the_ ~ell bemg of the families. Did Hardy know of Red Spider before 
wntmg Tess? 

Dic~ens ( 1812_-1870) is another famous author apparently 'unknown' to 
Sabme (~n~ vice versa). Conan Doyle (1859-1930) is another remark 
able omrssion=-you would have expected some correspondence over 
Dartmoor at the very least. 

Could jealousy have been the cause of this apparent lack of contact be 
tween Sabine and contemporary authors, or could it have been a superi 
ority complex? 

I feel that there is scope for research on this topic and hope that someone 
takes up the challenge. 

Roger Bristow 

A Henty connection? 

This was a talk given by David Shacklock at the Henty Society Con- 
ference at the University of Worcester on 25th May 2012. 

Baring-Gould was the son of an Indian Army officer who had retired 
early after suffering an injury in a riding accident. Edward Baring-Gould 
came from a landowning family in Devon, but was unable to settle into 
the life a country squire, and so took his family on an almost continuous 
safari round Europe. Architecture and archaeology thus became primary 
interests for young Sabine as teenager, rather than horses and military 
history. 

Before relating more of Baring-Gould's life - and any possible links 
with Henty, let me explain !ill'. links with him. In the 1980s, he became 
the third of my heroes, born in successive years of the 183 Os: first of 
course Henty 1832, then General Gordon 1833, and finally Sabine 1834 
(his given name in respect of the surname of a couple of distinguished 
forbears on his mother's side). Although born so close in time, their 
deaths were widely separated. Henty died just short of 70 in 1902, 
Gordon famously at Khartoum in 1885 aged 52, and Baring-Gould al 
most 90 in 1924. I was first awakened to an interest in him as more than 
just the writer of several popular boyhood hymns through an article by a 
freelance journalist, Joanna Bogle, in The Daily Telegraph in the mid 
1980s. It was clear from this piece that he was a man of many parts - 
archaeologist, folklorist, novelist, biographer, travel guide writer, as well 
as having a strong connection to the north, south, east and west of the 
country. Ten years after getting into Henty, I was feeling the need for 
another collecting interest to work in tandem, so I got stuck into the 
search for the writings of SB-G. Of course, T valued hugely the stimulus 
of the Henty Society, and in Baring-Gould I felt I had stumbled on 
someone who was also deserving of a camp following. I made some en 
quiries, and through mutual friends in London met a member of the fam 
ily, who pointed me in the direction of Sabine's grandson, one Colonel 
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Warwick Calmady-Hamlyn, as the current head of the clan. Having 
heard frequent stories of the ructions between fans and families of the 
famous, it seemed important to get the goodwill of the chief before 
launching any appreciation society. Unfortunately, the information I had 
been given was slightly inaccurate: the Colonel was not the head of the 
family, but I did not discover this until later. Meanwhile, it was proving 
quite _difficult to get an interview. At the time (1987 I think), I was a 
busy mcumbent in a London parish and the Colonel was an elderly man 
living in a remote village in Devon, who because of his attachment to the 
bottle could only be visited between 11.30 and 1.30 in the middle of the 
day. Eventually, an arrangement was made through his excellent secre 
tary, and I duly made the trip down to Devon. Even out of his cups, he 
seemed quite a formidable character who was bent on quizzing me about 
a rather avant garde spiritual healer. I was much relieved when a few 
days after the visit, a letter from the secretary came to say that the Colo 
nel :-7as willing for me to set up the Sabine Baring-Gould Appreciation 
Society. Plans had not got under way before intelligence reached me as 
t? ~he ~rue hea~ of the family, one of Sabine's granddaughters, a doctor 
living m Amer~ca, who turned out to be very enthusiastic about the pro 
po~al, and so m 1989 SBGAS was born. Like the Henty Society, we 
have ~n annual gathering in various parts of the country, a newsletter 
three times per annum, and yearly Transactions are produced. Now back 
to Sabine himself. 

~om in 1834 in Exeter where his parents had a pied-a-terre, before rent 
mg property in Bratton Clovelly and Tavistock, Sabine spent most of his 
childhood roaming Europe with his siblings, mainly in France and Ger 
many. Through his inquisitive nature, Sabine acquired plenty of general 
knowledge, some linguistic skills, and a taste for art and antiquities. He 
had very little formal education apart from a year at Warwick School 
until he reached Clare Hall, as it was then known, Cambridge, where he 
would have been a near contemporary of GAH at Caius next door. Their 
paths would scarcely have crossed, as SB-G was a pious, possibly even 
priggish student, following the faith of his devout mother, and would not 

have mixed in the clubby rowing circles ofHenty and his ilk. Sabine was 
keen on the idea of ordination, but his father was vehemently opposed, 
so after Cambridge he found refuge in Westminster - not at the School 
where of course Henty had been educated - but in Pimlico with the con 
troversial High Church campaigner Charles Lowder, as a sort of appren 
tice. Following further friction with his father, he made contact with the 
Woodard schools and spent the next eight years on the staff of Hurstpier 
point College in Sussex. There, he gained some of his reputation for ec 
centricity - for instance, teaching with a pet bat on his shoulder - and 
clearly got on well with the boys. During one of the summer holidays he 
made an expedition to Iceland, resulting in a now much sought after 
book, Iceland, Its Scenes & Sagas, for which he provided his own strik 
ing and atmospheric illustrations. That expedition also produced eventu 
ally his only book for boys, Grettir the Outlaw, based on one of the fa 
mous sagas, and published by Blackie in familiar Henty format. It was 
not in print until 1890, so the review in the advertisements of the first 
edition is preceded by three and a half pages of Henty titles, headed by 
With Lee in Virginia. 

So, the first part of SB-G's life show a few near misses as far as Henty is 
concerned: birth a couple of years later, a student overlap in neighbour 
ing colleges, a faint geographical link in Westminster, and an affinity in 
print courtesy of Blackie & Co. 

Baring-Gould's autobiography Reminiscences and Further Reminis 
cences divided his life into thirds of thirty years each; the final volume 
was never published. The second third took him in 1864 to a curacy in 
Horbury, West Yorkshire; in 1868 to Dalton, near Thirsk in Swaledale; 
in 1871, to East Mersea near Colchester; and finally in 1881 to Lew 
Trenchard in Devon, where he remained until his death in 1924. 

While he was in Horbury, he came across a mill girl, Grace Taylor, with 
whom he fell in love - he well into his thirties, she a teenager. He had 
her educated, and married her on moving to Dalton. She made him a su- 
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perb wife, bore him fifteen children (fourteen surviving to adulthood), 
and became a convincing and competent lady of the manor for thirty 
four years before her death from rheumatoid arthritis during World War 
I. Sabine had her grave inscribed with the words 'the half of my life' in 
Latin - since used as the title of one of the four biographies of him. As 
with Henly, a leading lady in SBGAS is about to produce another. 

Moving from the 'muck' of Dalton to the 'mud' of Mersea - courtesy of 
Gladstone who had the patronage and had been impressed by an impenc 
trab_le work entitled The Origin and Development of Religious Belief - 
Banng-Gould embarked on his most ambitious project: The Lives of the 
Saints in fifteen volumes. Ile struggled with the unhealthy climate of the 
East coast marshes - we might now call it bracing - and spent his win 
ters with his growing family in Europe, picking up his childhood pattern, 
thanks to the help of his friend Gatrill, a professional locum who cov 
ered for him. Eventually, his family estate and church living became va 
cant and they moved to Devon in 1881. 

There, his threefold aim was to restore the family home, refurbish the 
little church nearby, and revive the spiritual life of the parish. There was 
always a shortage of money to help fulfil these ambitions, not to mention 
feeding his large family, so that he spent a great deal of his time writing 
novels and articles for a number of periodicals. His greatest literary suc 
cess was Mehalah, written while still in Mersea, and compared favoura 
~ly by some notable men of letters with Wuthering Heights; his descrip 
tive work and character creation well repay reading today. As with 
Benty, most of his fiction has been reprinted in recent times, and has an 
enthusiastic, if numerically smaller, following. Henty of course has 
b~nefited from the American Home School movement, wanting to rein 
vigorate the moral character of youth along with heroically digestible 
history. Baring-Gould's characters would not have the same resonance 
with an American readership nor the same didactic value. Interestingly 
enough, many of Sabine's descendants have made their homes in the 
United States, and the best known Baring-Gould nowadays would be his 

It would be stretching it a bit to say that both Henty and Baring-Gould 
wrote novels on mining - the latter's subterranean interest being salt 
rather than coal. It is also surprising, considering their close contempora 
neity, how little overlap there has been either in books which mention or 
quote Victorian authors, or in journals which published their work. I do 
not count publications which have reviews of both their works, or apart 
from the Blackie comment I made earlier, the notices of books in the ad 
vertisement pages of their publisher. Nor of course does it 'count' to find 
both men have mini-biographies in works of literary reference (for in 
stance The Oxford Literary Guide to the British Isles). Of other contem 
porary or later authors mentioning both men, I can only put my finger on 
Arthur Mees London (in his King's England series). In the section on 
Stepney, the gift by Baring-Gould of a rose window to the church of St 
Peter's London Docks is recorded; and under Wandsworth, we read of 
Clapham Common that 'it was a favourite haunt of that great writer of 
stories for boys, George Alfred Benty, who loved to walk here with his 
dogs'. 

Of the bound annuals containing the work of both men, namely Cham 
bers's, The Girl's Realm, illustrated London News, The Ludgate Maga 
zine, Western Weekly News, and The Windsor Magazine, I have not 
come across any with examples of both within one cover: adjacent vol 
umes, yes, but not the same, almost as though the editors were studi 
ously ensuring that the twain would not meet! The nearest we find are 
two successive years of Cassell's Family Magazine (1893 and 1894) 
containing articles by Baring-Gould (' London Sixty Years Ago' and 
'Down an Oubliette', the latter unsigned) and also mentions of Henty in 
the editorial column entitled 'Gossip from Bookland'. 
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Onward Christian Soldiers 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, baptised five children during a special 
service at Wakefield Cathedral on Sunday, before setting free a basket of pigeons to 
mark the festival of Pentecost. He then joined churchgoers and schoolchildren for the 
traditional Whitsun Walk through Horbury. 

Pentecost or Whitsuntide, celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit in the form of 
flames to the followers of Jesus and is regarded as the birthday of the Christian 
church, and the start of the church's mission to the world. It has also become a tradi 
tional day for baptisms. 

The Dean of Wakefield, the Very Rev. Jonathan Greener, said: "It was marvellous to 
have the Archbishop here on Sunday. He and Mrs Sentamu brought such joy to the 
cathedral, and gave us the impetus to bring together a number of Wakefield churches 
to celebrate this great Feast of Pentecost. The building and precinct were buzzing 
with life - it's an occasion we shall all remember for a very long time." 

It is believed that the Whitsun Walk in Horbury began in 1840. In 1865, Sabine Bar 
ing-Gould, then curate of St John's Church in Horbury Bridge, wrote the words of the 
famous hymn Onward Christian Soldiers. The words were written for the children of 
the parish to sing to help them walk up the hill from St John's Church to St Peter's 
Church in Horbury. 

Hundreds of people joined the Christian Soldiers for the first official walk in nine 
years [seep. 15]. Father Brian Bell, of the St John's and St Peter's Churches in Hor 
bury, said: "There is a real sense of community in Horbury and events like this are 
always well supported, but I think the Archbishop's presence added to the attraction 
this year, as did the event's association with the history of the town. 1t was standing 
room only in church and we had to play the service on speakers outside too". The 
Archbishop was on good form and was great with the congregation. 11 

Children from Horbury Bridge Academy also took part in the walk and performed a 
short drama about Pentecost, dressed in flame costumes. Janette Skinner, head teacher 
of Horbury Bridge Academy, said: "It is such a special part of our heritage, and hav 
ing the Archbishop there made it particularly special. It was a real privilege to take 
part and the children did themselves and the school proud. 11 

From the Wakefield Express May 24th 2013 kindly supplied by Keith 
Lister 
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The Baring-Goulds and Lourdes. 

Sabine's antipathy towards some elements of Roman Catholicism some 
times comes as a surprise - to me at least. One dramatic example is in 
his attitude towards Lourdes and all it represents. As it happened, he 
knew the place many years before Bernadette had her vision, and proba 
bly heard his father expressing his own views about the way it had at 
tracted Catholic pilgrims for centuries. 
The following is a brief demonstration, from the writings of father and 

son, of how they felt. 

In 183 7, on the first Baring-Gould family excursion to the Pyrenees, Ed 
ward Baring-Gould wrote in his journal (with characteristic neglect of 
due punctuation, but with considerable thoughtfulness): 

'Another half hour brought us to the extreme of our journey to Betharam, 
with its Mount Calvaire. The Mount is still and covered with timber. At the 
foot stands the large church. Ascent is performed by a zigzag road under 
the shelter of overhanging trees which open here and there with surpris 
ingly beautiful views of the mountains at no great distances. Apart, on the 
side of the way, stand eight chapels enclosing scriptural representations. 
The first of the Supper, the second of the disciples asleep and Christ in the 
garden of Gethsemane. The third is Judas betraying our Lord, the fourth is 
styled the jlajilation (sic), a most disgusting representation. The fifth repre 
sents the Roman soldiers placing the crown of thorns on Jesus 's head, 6th is 
Pilate delivering him up and washing his hands. These are all representa 
tions in figures of wood of the size of life, the other two the Ascent of the 
Cross (La Croix est mon salut) and the descent of the same, are indifferent 
paintings. At the top of the Mount is a small chapel and facing it at the fur 
ther end of the terrace stand three gigantic granite crosses, on the middle 
one of which hangs a broken decayed wooden representation of our blessed 
saviour, portions of which are fallen to the ground. Such is this holy mount, 
a visit to which is said to wipe away sins long accumulated and yet the main 
object and aid to devotion (or what is considered so) the wooden represen 
tation of that Saviour who died for the sins of the whole world is allowed to 
fall to the ground unnoticed. So true it is where the spirit of devotion is fled, 
the aids and assistance thereto are soon forgotten ..... Can painted wood 
kindle this holy fire? Can the most beautiful representation ever sculpted by 
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man thus raise the heart and affections, let us hope that the case is so with 
the Romanists who repair to this spot for devotions, not unaptly chosen 
among the most sublime works of their maker, in a land flowing with corn 
and wine .... I fear a pilgrimage to this reputed holy place is deemed an ex 
punger of the sins, not because it is here that the vain thoughts of man are 
recalled to the objects brought before him - of the death and suffering of 
their Lord and master. The means whereby he may attain remission of his 
sins and this whose spirits he may obtain forgiveness, but I greatly fear that 
with a great many the length of the journey, the cost of time and money, not 
to mention the gift on the altar, is placed on the credit side of the account, 
and thus the debt discharged, making their deeds the ransom place of the 
death of that blessed Lord by whom alone we can get remission of our sins. ' 

In the light of what happened in 1858 at Lourdes, very close to the 
sites above described, this is fascinating. It reminds us that the habit of 
pilgrimage was already very well established in these mountains. Ed 
ward encountered several holy spots claiming healing powers, all of 
them objects of pilgrimage for Catholics. Grottoes had already been the 
scene of such shrines before Bernadette's miraculous experience. The 
Lourdes example seems to have been just waiting to happen - the only 
surprise being the dramatic speed and scale with which its fame spread. 

Sabine, who must have seen these sites for himself from his earliest 
childhood, elaborates on the whole phenomenon in his Book of the Pyre 
nees, which includes a whole chapter on the subject. 

The book was published in 1907 and the chapter in question reveals a 
great deal about Sabine's attitude towards the miraculous claims for 
Lourdes. The little town was transformed - or 'invented' as Sabine says, 
using the inverted commas himself - in 1858 when a fourteen-year-old girl 
apparently encountered the Virgin Mary. This girl, Bernadette Soubirous, 
was 'an under-sized, ill-fed, unhealthy child of limited intelligence and ut 
terly uneducated.' Sabine stresses that the girl was groomed by the cure 
Ader, and another religious figure, the Abbe Pomain, with a suggestion that 
she might see a vision, some six weeks or so before the actual event. A 
'manifestation' was already expected in Lourdes, to the alarm of the procu 
treur imperiale at Pau. 
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Sabine goes to extreme lengths to cast doubt on the reality of Bernadette's 
visions. He stresses such prosaic details as the fact that she had been bend 
ing down to remove her stockings, causing blood to rush to her head, when 
the first manifestation appeared. The girl was quickly taken up by the peo 
ple of the town, in particular three young ladies, in whose presence she saw 
further visions. The Lady told her to wash in the waters of the grotto - 
which was where she first saw the white-robed figure. The grotto contained 
only a puddle of dirty water, but Bernadette discovered a spring of drink 
able water- which 'is sent throughout the world, a case of thirty bottles car 
riage paid to the station 7 fr 45c. One bottle "franco a domicile" in France 1 
fr 80c.' Sabine's sarcastic scepticism leaps from the page. 

The girl was taken back to the grotto numerous times, and several more 
visions were experienced. Sabine says: 'I do not imply that they consciously 
provoked a fraud; far from it. I think that these clergy had made up their 
minds that Bernadette was a suitable subject to be favoured by a vision, and 
had let her understand what their opinion of her was.' 

By 1907, the Lourdes phenomenon was in full swing, with 600,000 visi 
tors a year. Myths and miracles, legends and lies abounded, until the origi 
nal story was lost beneath the weight of belief in miracles. It is remarkable 
that Sabine went to the trouble of clarifying in such detail precisely what 
did happen. He clears away all the embellishments of nearly sixty years, 
and addresses what he believes actually happened. 

Only a month after the first vision, the son of the Emperor Napoleon 1II 
was apparently cured of an illness by some grass from the grotto. This mas 
sively assisted the progress towards wholesale acceptance of the miracle at 
Lourdes. Local authorities were forbidden from questioning it. In 1869, a 
book by Henri Lasserre 'puffed' (to use Sabine's word) Lourdes, shame 
lessly falsifying facts. The apparently miraculous spring is debunked by 
Sabine in considerable detail. Bernadette herself was removed to a distant 
convent, where she died before her thirty-fifth birthday. 

Becky Smith 
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The Forgotten Garden of Lewtrenchard 
Celebration of the Centenary of Sabine's Restoration of 

the Holy Well 24 April 2013 
Ron Wawman 

In the Lew Trenchard Parish records, Sabine wrote that he had com 
pleted his restoration of the Lewtrenchard Holy Well in Easter week, 
1913 (sec back cover). Easter that year was very early, with Easter Day 
falling on 23 March. The Friends of the Forgotten Garden can be for 
given for prudently choosing a dry Sunday, a month later, on which to 
celebrate the centenary of that event. The Friends had hoped that by then 
the bluebells would be a riot of colour, but had not anticipated how late 
spring would be arriving. No matter, this was a joyous occasion with 
many local people joining this celebration not only of the centenary but 
also of the completion of a splendid circular walk though the Glen and 
the ancient woodlands. This walk had been facilitated by the opening of 
the second footbridge, itself long delayed for many months by the water 
logged state of the Glen. 

We gathered round the well, admiring the fine slate commemorative 
plaque as Ruth Dawe, the retiring chairman, welcomed everyone to the 
celebration (see back cover). Then Terry Faull gave an authoritative ac 
count of Celtic Holy Wells in general, before Ron Wawman described 
the search for the Lew Trenchard Holy Well that Terry's talk to our local 
history society on the subject had stimulated. Brian Wilkinson spoke 
about the patient, but successful, excavation by which he finally exposed 
the site of the well. Then our very supportive patron, Merriol Almond, 
expressed her pleasure at all that had been achieved by the Friends. Fi 
nally, committee member and woodland expert Peter Webb gave a bless 
ing for the well. After that we all took a walk along the much improved 
woodland trail and on the way admired the splendid vistas that have 
opened up above St Peter's Church. The trail eventually brought us back 
down, via a newly created gentle descent, to the church where we re 
laxed and chatted as we enjoyed a delightful Devon Cream Tea. 
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The Mystery of the Wrong Moors 

Many readers will be aware of the fact that SB-G's American grandson, 
W S Baring-Gould, wrote an acclaimed biography of the world's first 
and greatest consulting detective, 'Sherlock Holmes of Baker 
Street' (1962). Anyone who has read this cannot have failed to be struck 
by the many similarities between Holme's family background and child 
hood, and that of the author's own grandfather. W S B-G must of course 
have been aware of these parallels himself, though he makes no refer 
ence to them. His consciousness of them must, however, be responsible 
for one of the few mistakes in his excellent book. Like the teenaged S B 
G, riding his pony across Dartmoor, the young Holmes, twenty years 
later, rode his across the moors of North Yorkshire. W S B-G states 
'within easy reach of the winding lanes lay the utterly fascinating ex 
panses of the moorland, a sea of enormous heather-covered waves, 
where in the summer the tors shimmered in the haze ... ' Alas, here the 
author is confusing Dartmoor, famous for its tors, or granite outcrops, 
with the Yorkshire moors which, being of limestone and sandstone, do 
not have these particular features. 

Bob Mann 

Staple Tor, from a 
Book of Dartmoor 
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A literary journey through 
OUT OF ESSEX Essex 
Re-haagini•g a liitcrary l,udsra,c Martin Grae be 

.. •· • tlr.. I was recently sent a copy of the book, Out 
4 of Essex; Re-Imagining a Literary Land- 

;;.. . 
:, ·;,. ::_~: --:_ -~.-~ scape. This new work by James Canton de- 
~ · .,:;.. ··1~~~ scribes his travels, mainly on foot, around 

i:'; ·._;.·_ the sites in Essex associated with a number 
of literary figures. These include, among 
others, Joseph Conrad (Stanford-le-Hope), 
Arthur Ransome (The Walton Backwaters), 
H. G. Wells (Little Easton), John Clare 
(Epping Forest) and, of course, Sabine Bar 
ing-Gould (Mersea) - though Margery Al 
lingham is also featured in this location. 

The book is well written and is an interesting combination of travelogue 
and biography but, though it harks back to the past, it has its feet firmly 
set in the present as the author visits places and talks to people who live 
in the locations he visits. 
The chapter on Baring-Gould is called 'The Ray' and describes Canton's 
visit to East Mersea and to the visit he made to Ray Island in the com 
pany of DaveA, who is currently rebuilding East Mersea Hall. His de 
scriptions of this and of his visit to East Mersea church are enjoyably 
suffused with the knowledge he has gained from his reading of Mehalah 
and from his study of Baring-Gould's time there, based on Purcell's bi 
ography and on Further Reminiscences. To an old Baring-Gould hand 
there will be some amusement at his innocent joy at discovering such an 
interesting figure - and yet, is this not the sort of discovery that brought 
us all to be interested in the man? 
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And, of course, there are several other authors and their connection to 
Essex to be explored. But that should not be solely an armchair explora 
tion. The book invites you to get out and look at the places - and then to 
re-read it with a new feeling for the writers and their place in the land 
scape. 

James Canton, Out of Essex; Re-Imagining a Literary Landscape, Ox 
ford: Signal Books (2013) 

The Horbury march -see p. 8 
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References in print 

Thanks to Colin White for spotting this one 

"The prime minister brilliantly stage-managed his part of the Placentia 
meeting, himself choosing hymns for the Sunday church service beneath 
the huge guns of Prince of Wales before a pulpit draped with the flags of 
the two nations - Onward Christian Soldiers,' 10 God Our Help in Ages 
Past,1 and 'Eternal Father Strong to Save." 

The occasion was the momentous meeting between Winston Churchill 
and President Roosevelt in Placentia Bay, a rocky inlet of the south coast 
of Newfoundland in August 1941. 

[Finest Years - Churchill as Warlord 1940-45, by Max Hastings, 2009] 

Ray Scott sent me a photocopy of an unidentified 1957 newspaper cut 
ting that included a review of Purcell's Onward Christian Soldier. 

The Annual Gathering Oct. 11th-13th 

Enclosed is the emended, but still 'Provisional', programme for our 2013 
Annual Gathering. Unfortunately, our opening speaker, Roger Brien, the 
Devon & Exeter Institution Librarian died unexpectedly recently. We are 
grateful that the Chairman of the Devon & Exeter Institution, John Man 
ley-Tucker, has volunteered to take his place. 

Shan Graebe has agreed to be the 'Meeting Secretary'. Please can all 
those intending to attend fill in the enclosed form and return as soon as 
possible. 

The Annual Gathering 2014 
Provisionally fixed for Oct 3-5th at Horbury 
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BARING-GOULD TITLES 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

This list is constantly expanding, and older titles are gradually being left out, to save 
space. Almost certainly there are omissions. Bossiney Books and Llanercb are regu 
larly producing books by or including SB-G. By far one of the biggest publishers of 
SB-G material is Kessinger Publishing (www.kessingerpub.com) - over 62 titles are 
currently available, alt/tough some of the 'titles' are in fact cltaptersfrom some of 
SB-G's books. lfanvone knows of additional titles, please let the Editor know. 

"Myths of the Middle Ages" Edited by John Matthews. Hardback. Blandford 1996. 
New illustrations. £16.99 
"Lives of the British Saints" Llanerch. 1990 onwards. Various volumes. 
"The Book of Werewolves" Senate 1995. Introduction by Nigel Suckling. Paperback 
"Five Devon Seafarers". Taken from SB-G's Devonshire Characters. Bossiney 
Books. 2000. £2.99. 
"Six Devon Rogues" Taken from Devonshire Characters and Strange Events. Bossi 
ney Books. Paperback 2000. £2.99. 
"A Book of Folklore" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993. £5.00 
"Through Flood and Flame" Paperback. Praxis Books, 1997 £8.50 
"Winefred". Paperback. Praxis Books 1994 £6.50 
"Red Spider" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993 £5.00 
"Mehalah" Paperback. Praxis Books 1998 £8.50 
"Guavas the Tinner". Paperback. Praxis Books. 2000. £7.50 
"The Broom Squire" Paperback. Blackdown Press. 1996. £9.99 
"Bladys of the Stewponey" Paperback. Praxis Books. 2003. £8.50 
"The Chorister" Paperback. Praxis Books. June 2004. £6.00 
"Court Royal" Paperback. Praxis Books. April 2005. £10.00 
"John Herring" Paperback, Praxis Books. £12.50. 
Margery of Quether with Other Strange and Curious Tales. Paperback, Praxis 
Books. 2009. £6. 
"Iceland its Scenes and Sagas". Signal Books. £12.99 
"Queen of Love" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
"Red Spider" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
"Now the Day is Over" by Harold Kirk-Smith. Richard Kay. 1997. 
"'Half My Life' The Story of Sabine Baring-Gould and Grace" by Keith Lister. 
Charnwood Publications, 2002. £12 .. 95 (£2.00 P&P) Available from the author at 13 
Grove Road, Horbury, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF4 6AG 
"The West Country as Literary Invention" Simon Trezise. University of Exeter 
Press. 2000. £13.99 
"Never Completely Submerged. The Diary of Sabine Baring-Gould." Transcribed 
by Ron Wawman. Grosvenor House Publishing. 2009. £9.99 (see website) 
An 80-page Bibliography is available from the Hon. Editor. 


