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and publication of the Transactions. 
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SABINE BARING-GOULD was born on 2gth January 1834 in Exeter and died on 
2nd January 1924 at Lewtrenchard 
• Hugely influential collector of folksongs at a time when such songs were being 

rapidly forgotten. 
• Prolific novelist. Among the ten best of his time? 
• Folklorist. Magpie collector of anecdotes, practices, beliefs. 
• Archaeologist. Pioneer of over 60 excavations on Dartmoor . 
• Loved and respected pastor to a widespread Devonshire community 
• Reconstructor of buildings - he made enormous changes to both house and 

church at Lewtrenchard. 
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Ron Wawman writes: 

Members may recall that, in the June 2010 Newsletter, I drew attention to the fascinat 
ing contemporary appraisal of Sabine Baring-Gould to be found in the Memoirs of 
l'abbe Francois Duine. Then, in the October 2011 issue, appeared a piece by me enti 
tled Sabine's Dinan Interlude. / am greatly indebted to Roger Gilbert, a modern day 
expatriate in Dinan, not only for introducing me to l 'abbe Duine but also for his con 
siderable labours pinning down locations associated with Sabine's sojourn in Dinan. 
Of special interest are the details of Sabine's close association with Christ Church, 
Dinan. It occurred to me that the Society would appreciate giving Roger the opportu 
nity to share with you the fascinating way in which he and I were brought together and 
just what sort of problems he had to overcome on my behalf. Along the way, Roger 
throws more light on Sabine's industrious and generous nature. In particular, we are 
reminded that although Sabine was undoubtedly 'High Church, ' he was nevertheless a 
pragmatist, who always fed his flock with food they would enjoy and could digest. 

Have you ever heard of someone called Sabine Baring 
Gould? 

By Roger Gilbert. 
Pleudihen-sur-Rance January 2013. 

It seems to me that, at least on short-haul European flights, one spends more time wait 
ing in the Departure Lounge than in the aircraft itself! So it was, in the Spring of 2007, 
I was in just such a situation in Florence airport with my colleague and friend, Pere 
Bernard Hcudrc, who is the Priest responsible for the Cathedral in Rennes. Our visit to 
Tuscany had not been particularly "religious" in the accepted sense, but to study the 
paintings of the Italian Renaissance artist Piero de/la Francesca (1420-1492) in which 
we both shared a common interest. During the course of our conversation Pere Heudre 
said that he was researching the life of a Breton Priest Francois Duine (1870-1924), 
who had been a noted authority on Breton Saints and Folk-lore. During the course of 
his studies, Pere Heudre had, somewhat to his surprise, come across references in Du 
ine's correspondence to a certain "Reverend Sabine Baring-Gould" with whom, not 
only had Duine met and shared a common interest, but also had gone on several occa 
sions to stay with Sabine at his "Presbytery" in Lew Trenchard -something almost un 
heard of at the beginning of the 20th century between an Anglican Clergyman and a 
Roman Catholic Priest. So it was that Pere Heudrc enquired of me if "l had ever heard 
of someone called Sabine Baring-Gould?" We were not short of conversation for the 
rest of the journey back to France! 

As I pen these words, I can see from my desk several of Sabine's books which I have 
collected over the years including all 16 volumes of "Lives of the Saints (Revised edi 
tion 1914)". The latter have been a source of inspiration for sermons and school assem 
blies over some four decades. However, my knowledge of Sabine was not just confined 
to his books and "Onward Christian Soldiers"- If one lives in Cornwall, as I have done 
for most of my life, one tends to drive through Devon when going "up country" and 
then straight back through the County when returning "home-a-long". However, sev 
eral years ago, I had deliberately planned my journey so as to be able to spend some 
time visiting Lew Trenchard. Of particular interest was, of course the Church, which 
was beautifully maintained and, with some temerity I went to the Manor House, which 
was a hotel and was well received by someone I now believe to have been Sabine's 
Grand-daughter, Cicely Briggs. When I expressed my interest in Sabine, she very 
kindly showed me over the hotel which contained various photographs and mementos 
of Sabine. These memories came flooding back to me when Pere Hcudre asked me if I 
could obtain some photographs of Sabine, the Church and Manor House, for inclusion 
in his book. 

I naturally agreed to help but, upon my return home, wondered how best to obtain the 
requisite photographs? In such circumstances one goes to the fount of all knowledge - 
the local Vicar! A quick look at my Crockford's Clerical Directory confirmed this to be 
Father Andrew Pagett and, following a telephone call explaining my request, he sug 
gested I should contact Dr. Merriol Almond, nee Baring-Gould, who lived in West 
Hartford, America! However, by lucky co-incidence (Providence) Dr. Merriol was, at 
that very moment, on a brief visit to Lew Trenchard. After a further telephone call, Dr. 
Merriol suggested I contact Dr. Ronald Wawman, which I duly did. The rest, as they 
say, is history. Ronald supplied Pere Heudre with photographs of Sabine, the Church 
and Manor House which were published in "Souvenirs et observations de l'abbe Fran 
cois Duine'' (Rennes P. UR. 2009) in which a whole chapter is devoted to Sabine, his 
writings and his relationship with Duine. So, end of story - well not quite. 

From his researches Ronald Wawman had established that Sabine, accompanied by 
Grace and some of his children, had arrived in Dinan on the 20th October 1900 and 
stayed at the Hotel des Voyageurs until moving to the Villa Penthievre which he rented 
until the family left Dinan just before Christmas 1901. In a letter to his daughter Mary, 
written on the 2nd December 1900, Sabine says: 

"I am glad to say we have at last got a nice Chaplain here who will remain three years, 
he is a good Churchman and is a gentleman. 1 am helping him. " 

The Church in question was "Christ Church" Dinan. Additionally, Sabine refers to a 
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"Dinner and Ball at 'The Club'" and Joan in her Memoirs writes of attending the Con 
vent school du Sacre Coeur. However, apart from these fairly meagre references to 
dates and places it would appear that relatively little is known of Sabine's time in Di 
nan. Who, for example, was the Chaplain referred to and what does Sabine mean when 
he writes of "helping him". Which "Club" is referred to and does the Villa Penthievre 
still exist? It was to questions such as this that Ron enquired whether I might like to 
look into, given the fact I only lived some nine kilometres from Dinan! I agreed, but 
soon found tracing Sabine's footsteps was not going to be that easy! 

The only building I recognised was that of Christ Church which today is a derelict 
boarded up empty shell. As a Church, it had flourished in its ministry to the British ex 
patriot community consisting mainly, although not exclusively, of retired military offi 
cers, mainly ex-Indian Army, who found the Dinan climate more agreeable, and that 
their pensions went further, than in the U.K. The outbreak of the Second World War 
meant repatriation to the homeland and the closure of Christ Church, from which it was 
never to recover. The building was eventually bought by the Mairie and was converted 
into an Art Gallery and was still flourishing as such when I arrived in Brittany ten years 
ago. Since then, however, the fabric has deteriorated to such an extent that the building 
has had to be closed on safety grounds. 

This is a far cry from the Church whose foundation stone had been laid in 1868 and 
which had been consecrated in 1877. Fortunately, many of the Church Records had 
been rescued at the time of closure by the Bibliotheque Municipale of Dinan and, 
thanks to the good offices of the Bibliothecaire, Monsieur Loic-Rene Vilbert they were 
readily available for me to consult. Looking through the correspondence of some 110 
years ago Church life seems to have little changed. The Chaplain whom Sabine "helped 
out" was the Revd. C. S. Collis Smith. It would appear that he was somewhat "High 
Church" (which is perhaps why Sabine considered him to be "a good Churchman") but 
the introduction of candles on the Altar, along with surpliced servers, brought letters of 
protest from the Congregation. Collis Smith then committed the gravest of errors - the 
well known familiar hymns were not sung at Harvest Festival! Sabine loyally gave his 
support to the Chaplain, who was probably young and inexperienced, and acted as an 
eirenic influence between him and the Churchwardens. However, things got to such a 
state that Sabine suggested to Collis Smith that he should resign the Chaplaincy and 
seek "pastures new." 

During the period that Sabine was in Dinan the pattern for Sunday Services was: 
8.30 Holy Communion 
11.00 Sung Mattins and Sermon 
12.15 Holy Communion 
6.00 Evensong with Sermon 

From the Registers Sabine's signature shows him frequently taking the 8.30am Holy 
Communion, on occasions preaching at Mattins and giving a series of Devotional Ad 
dresses during Lent. However, from July to September 1901, he took over the role of 
Chaplain when Collis Smith was absent through illness. Given the fact that, apart froi:11 
the Sunday Services there was a Celebration of Holy Communion each Thursday; addi 
tional Commemorations on Saints Days and Home Communions for the sick and 
housebound, Sabine's work-load was considerable. Additionally, it would appear that 
Sabine waived the customary fees for his services. 

As we have noted, upon arrival in Dinan, Sabine and the family stayed at the Hotel des 
Voyageurs which was eventually traced to a site near the Port Saint Louis. The hotel 
was demolished in 1947 and, in its place, we today have a car-park! However, by con 
trast, "The Club" to which Sabine refers is today preserved as a listed building with a 
plaque proclaiming its origin as "The Victoria Club". Sabine's name appears among 
the list of members to whom he took the opportunity in February 1901 to give a talk on 
"Breton Saints" which raised 37francs and 15centimes for Church Funds! 

Tracing the Villa Penthievre proved more difficult than I bad anticipated for, although 
the name appears in various records, no address is given and the Villa was not listed, as 
such, in the records of the Cadastre (Land Registry). However, with the help of Mon 
sieur Vilbert, the house was eventually traced to 2 rue de Roquet. The present owner 
warmly welcomed me when I visited and, apart from the addition of a modern conser 
vatory, the house, a fine well proportioned town villa, is little changed from the time 
Sabine and the family lived there. 

By contrast, I thought I would have no problem in locating the Convent school du 
Sacre Coeur which Joan and her sisters attended, as the ecole du Sacre Coeur still oc 
cupies a prominent site in the town centre just opposite Christ Church. So, with permis 
sion, I photographed the exterior of the original school buildings. When, in conversa 
tion, I mentioned the school to Monsieur Vilbert he gave me a funny look and com 
mented that it would have been difficult for the Baring-Gould girls to have attended 
this particular school as it was not built until 1905! 

So it was I returned to the rue Chateaubriand to try and trace the original Convent 
school. In front of one house, an elderly lady was gardening, so I stopped and enquired 
if she knew of a former convent school in the area and why I was trying to trace it. 
"How interesting" came the response in perfect "upper class" English! "Do come into 
the house and tell me more, but do mind the books, which tend to grow like weeds"! It 
transpired that my hostess's father had been on the staff of General de Gaulle during 
the Second World War during which she attended an English Public School - hence the 
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excellent English. From her I discovered that the original convent school had been 
completely demolished and, in its place, we have a solicitors office building. As I was 
about to leave, I was asked if I thought the standard of Le Monde (The French equiva 
lent of The Guardian) had "gone down" since they had dropped the bi-lingual cross 
word. I replied that I tended to read Ouest France (comparable to the Western Morning 
News) whereupon she responded "that won't tax your mind young man." As a septua 
genarian, it is a long time since I was addressed thus! 

With the last of the jig-saw of places associated with Sabine's sojourn in Dinan now in 
place, along with the additional material supplied by Ron, I felt I could now embark 
upon writing an article for Le Pays de Dinan. This was published in the 2011 Edition 

. ' with due acknowledgements to Ron's contribution, under the title "Sabine Baring- 
Gould (1834-1924) ecrivain britannique a Dinan." 

For myself, I feel Sabine is no long just a figure of history. Indeed, in my mind's eye, I 
sec him, black suited with a clerical collar, traversing the streets of Dinan perhaps on 
his way to Church early on a Sunday morning or alternatively just dropping into "The 
Club". His "Presence" lingers on! 

Christ Church, Dinan 
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A Bibliographic conundrum 

In 1956, an article entitled Parson Rudall 's [ sic J Ghost was included in the book A 
Cavalcade of Ghosts, Editor R. T. Hopkins. This account was taken from section 
headed A Ghost Story in SB-G's The Book of the West, Vol. 2, 1899, pp. 89-95 in 
which the name of the parson in question was spelt Ruddle. The story is based on 
the ghost seen in 1665 at Botathan [also spelt Botathen], South Petherwin, in Corn 
wall by, amongst others, Parson Ruddle of Launceston. The original narrative [A 
Remarkable Passage of an Apparition] was published in a pamphlet accompanying 
the second edition of Daniel Defoe's (August 1720) History of the Life and Adven 
tures of Mr Duncan Campbell, a gentleman who, though deaf and dumb writes 
down any stranger's name at first sight: now living in Exeter Court, over against 
the Savoy in the Strand. It was the pamphlet, entitled Mr Campbell's Pacquet, for 
the Entertainment of Gentleman and Ladies which contained the ghost story. This 
story was republished as A Cornish Ghost Story by A.F. Robbins in the Cornish 
Magazine, 1898, Vol. 1, pp. 283-297, to which Sabine refers in his Book of the 
West. This would suggest that Sabine's Ghost Story was culled from Robbin's 
1898 article. However, Sabine states (p.90) that his story was taken from 'a MS in 
the possession of a lady from Launceston, copied by William Ruddle, the son, from 
his father's original MS'. Robbins (p.293) refers to this same manuscript. Sabine's 
account taken from the MS is only a part of the full article published by Robbins 
(presumably taken directly from Mr Campbell's Pacquet), but is almost identical, 
except for detail in the layout of the paragraphs, modernising the spelling [the for 
ye], and some minor omissions. A slightly expanded version entitled The Botathan 
Ghost was published by Sabine in Cornish Characters and Strange Events (1909). 

The question is - should Sabine's 1899 Ghost Story be cited as a publication by SB 
-G? Of the 6½ pages of text, only part of the introductory first page is written by 
Sabine and the rest is either taken from Robbin's account or from Mr Campbell's 
Pacquet. 

Earlier, the Rev. Stephen Hawker had written the short story The Botathen 
Ghost (1867), based on the 'diurnal' [diary] of John Rudall [sic] which Hawker 
possessed. This story has been incorporated in several anthologies including: 
The Haunters & the Haunted. 1921. Ed. Rhys, Ernest, London: D., O'Connor, 
and Cornish Tales of Horror. 1976. Ed. Chetwynd-Hayes.R. Fontana Books. 
Whilst the generalities of the story are the same as Sabine's, the wording and 
descriptions differ markedly which suggests that Hawker was quoting from a 
different source. 
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Baring Baring-Gould 

In Newsletter 70 (p. 14), I asked if anyone knew whether the author of a small pam 
phlet entitled In Memoriam was the Rev. Baring Baring-Gould. David Shacklock 
kindly provided the following information: 

Baring Baring-Gould was the only son of Alexander B-G (1814-99), Vicar of Christ 
Church, Winchester, and who also lived in Wolverhampton and Worthing. Baring be 
came Home Secretary of the Church Missionary Society (1888-94); at the end of that 
stint, he accompanied his daughter Edith to North America over the following winter, 
on one of her 41 trips abroad. Following his father, he was of Evangelical persuasion, 
which was in keeping with his reported friendship with Dean Lefroy. Lefroy died at 
Ruffelalp in Switzerland, where he appears to have been doing a locum chaplaincy for 
the Colonial and Commonwealth Church Society (now Intercontinental Church Soci 
ety), an Evangelical mission to expats. Maybe the In Memoriam pamphlet will make 
the links more explicit. But there can be no doubt about the identity. Earing's role fits 
with the slightly vague 'travelling secretary' brief following his CMS Home Secretary 
years. 

3-n /l~emoriam. 

TIIE VF.RV REV. 

WILLIAM LEFROY, D.D. 
(LAU OZAN' or NORWJ<.:11). 

REV. n. HARINC•GOULD, M.A. 

!ll 'IUT11Ut ,\f TKC UQl." ltST 
or MU. 1,1)"11,QY,I 

LO~DOK 
Ju.aoi.11 d:t lou, 10. II, WAIWIC& LUIS, u. 

Onward Christian Soldiers 

The illustration opposite accompanies the first verse of the book Onward 
Christian Soldiers published in book form in 1890 in the UK by Castell Bros., 
and in the USA in 1892. by E. P. Dutton, 31 pp. The verse, shown here at the 
bottom of the page, occupies the whole of the preceding page. This same layout 
is followed for all the verses. Thanks to Ray Scott for providing these images. 

1 
I 

Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 
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Baring-Gould in Boscastle, July 1861 and in 1866 

By Martin Graebe 
The guest book from the Wellington Hotel at Boscastle has an entry by Sabine 
Baring-Gould made in July 1861, giving his address as 'S. John's Colg, Hurst 
pierpoint'. He has added a little drawing of a bunch of flowers (thistles?) with 
the initials 'S B-G' on a decorative band. 
When he re-visited the hotel five years later he entered his new address - 
'Thirsk, Yorkshire, 1866'. 
The 1861 entry below his was made by his cousin, Francis Baring-Gould 
(1839 - 1927) - the son of SB-G's Uncle Charles. 

Front & rear covers 
Front cover 

This shows the attractive front cover of Fairy Tales from Grimm first published in 1894 
for which Sabine wrote a 16-page introduction. Although it went to at least five edi 
tions (5th edition 1919), it is a fairly scarce volume. In the UK, recent prices varied 
from £86-£286; in the USA, one was on offer for $860 (=£540]! 

Rear cover 

This undated portrait of Sabine by Sydney Carter (1874-1945) was obviously painted 
in Sabine's old age. It belongs to the Devon Record Office, but is on permanent loan to 
the Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter. Unfortunately, it is not currently on dis 
play. 

Thanks to John Madin of the RAMM for supplying the image and to Stuart Tyler of the 
Devon Heritage Centre for permission to publish it in our Newsletter. 

,, 
1-1 . 
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SB-G REFERENCES 
By David Shacklock 

Hymns & Songs -Ladybird 1979 - no.33 NTD (2 vs) 
Todd Gray - Devon's Ancient Bench ends - Mint Press - p. 89 qu. from A 
Book of Devon on Welcombe 

John Harries - The Ghost Hunter's Road Book - Muller 1974 (rev. ed: orig. 
1968) - p. 95 Mrs Gould 

ed.Stephen Gables - The John Betjeman Hymn Book- Continuum 2011 (pbk) 
(orig. Sweet Songs of Zion - Hodder 2007) - pp. 13,17 re SB-G choosing 
wife; pp. 127-30 Onward Christian Soldiers (6 vs), LT, TIN (4 vs: translated 
from German!); p. 301-3 Through The Night of Doubt & Sorrow (4 vs: this 
time correctly trans. from Danish) 

Anthony Gibson - With Magic in My Eyes - Fairfield Books 2011 - numerous 
refs, incl. Charles, Edward & Grace (reviewed by Ron Wawman in previous 
Newsletter) 

Andy Roberts - Ghosts & Legends of Yorkshire - Jarrolds 1992 (pbk) - p. 12f 
commentary on SB-G's experience of 'The Boggart of Hellen Pot' & 

'Peggy wi't' Lan-thorn' - see article on p. 14 about this title 
ed.Steve Roud & Julia Bishop - The New Penguin Book of English Folk Songs 

2012. [a completely new publication compared with the Vaughan Williams 
pbk version reported some years back] - p. xvi re collecting from living 
singers; p. xix colleagues needed to take down tunes; p. xx Cecil Sharp ed 
ited music for later editions of Songs of the West; p. xxvi pen portraits of 
singers & other info; with 11 songs from SBG collections. To find your way 
start with index on p. 540! 

The Methodist Hymnbook- Methodist Conference Office Dec.1933 - no.944 
Now The Day is Over (8 vs: Eudoxia) 

Bob Stewart - Where is Saint George: Pagan Imagery in English Folksong - 
Moon-raker Press 1977 - pp. 58f, 62 trenchant comments on 'editing' of folk 
songs and history! 

The School Hymn Book of the Methodist Church - Methodist Youth Depart 
ment - 317 Through The Night of Doubt & Sorrow (8 vs); 345 Onward 
Christian Soldiers (5 vs); 481 Now The Day is Over (8 vs) 

Walter Walsh- The Secret History of the Oxford Movement- Thynne 1899 (5th 
ed/32nd thousand) - p. 62 ref The Golden Gate & use of holy water (p. 44 in 
'popular edition': Swan Sonnenschein). 
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SB-Gin 1913 
By David Shacl<lock 

The eighty-nine year old Sabine was by now winding down his endeavours on the liter 
ary front. His only hardback publication this year was A Book of Folklore, by his stan 
dards a modest work - although its abrupt conclusion suggests that it could have been 
longer. Perhaps Methuen were pressing him hard to meet a deadline. At any rate it was 
popular, achieving a reprint in the same year. Summarising the results of his findings in 
one of his favourite of many spheres of interest, it was presented in his usual lively 
style. The preliminary chapter recounts an archaeological anecdote from twenty years 
earlier in the south west of France, and goes on to say: "The same may be said with 
regard to folklore. A great amount had been collected into heaps, but no attempt had 
been made on a large scale to sift and sort out what had been found .... " 

He did find time to write two articles for the Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, and 
twelve eclectic pieces for The Guardian - not of course the newspaper we know today 
- mainly of religious or ecclesiastical interest. 

However, Sabine's main concerns were with family and home. His grandson Harry, 
son of Edward, died of a fever in Borneo, whither he had been rather sharply des 
patched after six month's convalescence, following what Image Briggs (in The Mana of 
Lew) described as a mortal illness contracted during work in the Bristol docks. His un 
cle Julian, Sabine's second son, and his wife returned from Borneo for six month's 
leave - whether compassionate or pre-planned isn't clear. 

On a more cheerful note, on 16th July Grace, Sabine's youngest daughter, then aged 
twenty-two, was married to Charles Calrnady-Hamlyn of Leawood, Bridestowe, which 
became their marital home. In the same month (27th), her older sister Joan, married to 
William Priestley, gave birth to Diana at Wiaston Grange, Derbyshire, while on home 
leave from Bombay. 

Meanwhile, Grace herself was increasingly incapacitated. The central heating system, 
installed the previous winter (if one follows Image Briggs' timing) turned out to be 
inadequate. Suggestions of calling on another contractor to sort it out were waived 
aside by Grace. Sabine tried to encourage her to take gentle exercise in Easter week by 
creating a rose garden and relocating a holy well 'in the stream that runs into the 
quarry lake' (see the Family Bible, Parish Register, Lister, Half My Life, and the ex 
tended note in Wawman, Never Completely Submerged p269). But for the first time, 
Sabine had to make his winter excursion to the continent (Bordeaux, Bayonne and Pau) 
without Grace (see letter to Mary 13th December). His friend Gatrill had gone with him 
as 'carer', but he took ill and the roles had to be reversed. In another letter (21st 

December), he reports that he had preached in the English church at Pau - of which he 
encloses a photograph - and discourses on the musical arrangements he had encoun 
tered in other churches and cathedrals, notably the fauxbourdons. This seems a bit over 
the top until one realises that his correspondent was Gladys Dawe, organist of Lew 
Church for twenty years, and daughter of the Lewdown schoolmaster. He returned 
home via Toulouse after Christmas. 

Crackers and Conjuring Tricks 
Report of New Year celebrations at Lew, January 1922 

Lew Down 

The school re-opens next Monday 

The ringers, according to custom, rang out the Old Year and rang in the New. 

Parties of carol singers have been around the district, and their appeal fro funds met 
with a generous response. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Baring-Gould, with their usual generosity, entertained all the 
children to tea in the Old Theatre, and after enjoying the good things provided, and 
pulling the crackers, the tables were cleared. The mothers and invited guests now 
joined the company, and were highly delighted by the clever conjuring tricks and 
shadow pictures of Professor Johns, of Plymouth. At the close hearty cheers were ac 
corded the donors, to which Mr. Edward Baring-Gould responded. 

Lew Down, Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 6 Jan 1922, p. 15. 

An interesting demonstration of the place that Edward Baring-Gould had reached in the 
local eye, even before his father's death. The article does not even mention Sabine Bar 
ing-Gould. Perhaps, by then, he would have been glad to have not been required to 
attend a children's party 

Martin Graebe 
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l Correction 
In the last issue, I am afraid that some of the details for new member Laura Leigh are 
incorrect (my fault, for which I apologise). Her email address should be 
winstode.house@yahoo.co.uk. Grace, Sabine's youngest daughter, manied Charles 
Calmady-Hamlyn and had two children, Cecily and Vincent Warwick. Cecily, the 
elder, had two daughters and a son. Laura is the elder of Warwick's two daughters. 
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Peggy wri: Lanthorn' 
By David Shacklock 

The incident forms a chapter in Yorkshire Oddities. According to the farmer and his 
wife on whom SB-G called following his experience with the apparition, the Boggart 
attempts to lure people into trouble ( eg. falling down a 'pot') and Peggy is his insepara 
ble companion who rescues the victim, tagged at the end of the chapter as an "ignis 
fatuus' (literally 'fading fire'). SB-G's comment to his walking companion Keene ap 
pears to dismiss the whole episode (first published by him in Once a Week for March 
1867). There appears to be a connection with 'Jack o 'Lantern' and legends to do with 
the phenomenon of 'marsh fire'. There's an interesting page on Google under 'Will o' 
th' Wisp'. 'Peggy' seems to be just one of many variations, though usually there is only 
one apparition at a time. According Henderson's Folk Lore (to which SB-G made a 
considerable contribution as you know) Boggart is sometimes known as 'Barguest', 
and shouts a lot! 

Holsworthy carillon 

Colin White found the following in Snapshots, a comprehensive history of Ho/swarthy 
by Menor Piper, 1994: 

"The Carillon is a unique feature of our Church. It was installed in 1874 at the cost of 
£400. At intervals of three hours during the day, it plays a tune which is selected from a 
list of thirteen. Number 7 is Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow." [By Bernhardt S 
Ingemann ( 1789-1862) translated by SB-G]. There are also short chapters on a visit to 
Lewtrenchard and the Legend ofLewtrenchard. The latter concerns a female ghost. 

Finding this reference to a carillon made Colin wonder whether there are other such 
machines playing SB-G hymns? 

Update on The growth of Religious Convictions 

Ron Wawman tells me that since he gave his paper at the annual meet in October 2012, 
on the unpublished book The Growth of Religious Convictions that Sabine was writing 
when he died, Ron has actually come across the missing Chapter I! He is now research 
ing this chapter and busy amending both the book and paper. There will therefore be 
some delay before the book is published on his website and also before the amended 
paper appears in the Transactions. 

King's College Chapel. A festival of nine lessons and carols (see p.1) 

Ray Scott always attends King's College Chapel, Cambridge, on New 
Year's Eve. The first thing he does when seated, is to check to see if Sa 
bine is included. He was not disappointed, as the carol The Angel 
Gabriel from Heaven came (words by Sabine set to Basque traditional 
music) was included.: 

THE angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

'All hail,' said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favoured lady,' Gloria! 

'For known a blessed Mother thou shah be, 

All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. 

Most highly favoured lady,' Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

'To me be as it pleaseth God,' she said, 

'My soul shall laud and magnify his Holy Name.' 

Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas mom, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 

Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
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Sabine's literary output by Roger Bristow 

Sabine's literary output was phenomenal stretching from 1852 to posthumous publica 
tions in 1925. He wrote at least 1153 articles and, in addition to books, pamphlets etc, 
published in 235 magazines, journals and newspapers. His output was not a steady 
stream and shows interesting peaks and troughs that varied from O in 1878 to a maxi 
mum of 43 in 1887. It has only recently come to light just how many articles were pub 
lished in newspapers. Alan Jones, a non-member, with whom I have been correspond 
ing, likes to read little known stories written by 'obscure' English authors and has 
tracked down hundreds of newspaper articles by SB-G. These articles, in many cases the 
first publication, were commonly syndicated and the same story came out, sometimes si 
multaneously, but others after a gap of weeks, months or years, in several newspaper in the 
UK, USA, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. In the UK, this included little-known news 
papers such as the Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald, Ossett Observer and Glasgow 
Herald. In the USA, he published, amongst others, in the Ohio Farmer, Repository and Salt 
Lake Tribune; in Canada in the Saturday Globe; in Australia in the Kalgoorlie Miner, 
Launceston Examiner and North Melbourne Advertiser and in New Zealand in the Otautau 
Standard and Wallace County Chronicle, Wanganui Herald and Hawke 's Bay Herald. 
Some of the places of publication seem bizarre - Kalgoorlie was a 'wild-west' gold rush 
town and yet the article, The Tuddlehams, published in the Kalgoorlie Miner in 1910 (Sept. 
24th

) and also in the following year 1911 (Sept. 5t1') was never published anywhere else! 
You can just imagine the miners, hustlers, prostitutes etc settling down to read this gripping 
short story. Another surprising publication to travel overseas was the Pennycomequicks. 
First published as a serial in the Devon & Exeter Gazette in 1889, it also appeared at more 
or less the same time in the Wanganui Herald [New Zealand], Hawke's Bay Herald [New 
Zealand], Nottinghamshire Guardian, Worcester Journal and Newcastle Courant. 

Fortunately, some of the stories, published for the first time in these obscure (perhaps they 
were not as obscure at the time as they seem now) newspapers, were recycled by Sabine as 
chapters or sections in the many books that he wrote, such as Wild Kynaston - a Sketch 
published in 1900 in the Auckland Star (July 5th) was incorporated in Ch. XI (pp. 269- 
275 of Robbers' Dens) in Cliff Castles and Cave Dwellings of Europe, 1911, and a 
large section of the Moor-man, which appeared in the Leeds Mercury Supplement and also 
the Nottinghamshire Guardian, 1896, Sept. li11.was included in A Book of the West, Vol. 
I, 1900 pp.177-184, 200-201. In addition to the type of recycling mentioned above, I 
have already mentioned (p.7) that some material attributed to Sabine was largely other 
people's work recycled with just a small introduction by himself. Nevertheless, there is 
no doubt that his output was prodigious and the fact that it was commonly simultane 
ously published around the world is an indication of the esteem as an author that he 
was held at that time. 
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BARING-GOULD TITLES 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

This list is constantly expanding, and older titles are gradually being left out, to save 
space. Almost certainly there are omissions. Bossiney Books and Llanerch are regu 
larly producing books by or including SB-G. By far one of the biggest publishers of 
SB-G material is Kessinger Publishing (www.kessinge1pub.com) - over 62 titles are 
currently available, although some of the 'titles' are in fact chapters from some of 
SB-G's books. If anyone knows of additional titles, please let the Editor know. 

"Myths of the Middle Ages" Edited by John Matthews. Hardback. Blandford 1996. 
New illustrations. £16.99 
"Lives of the British Saints" Llanerch. 1990 onwards. Various volumes. 
"The Book of Werewolves" Senate 1995. Introduction by Nigel Suckling. Paperback 
"Five Devon Seafarers". Taken from SB-G's Devonshire Characters. Bossiney 
Books. 2000. £2.99. 
"Six Devon Rogues" Taken from Devonshire Characters and Strange Events. Bossi 
ney Books. Paperback 2000. £2.99. 
"A Book of Folklore" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993. £5.00 
"Through Flood and Flame" Paperback. Praxis Books, 1997 £8.50 
"Winefred". Paperback. Praxis Books 1994 £6.50 
"Red Spider" Paperback. Praxis Books 1993 £5.00 
"Mehalah" Paperback. Praxis Books 1998 £8.50 
"Guavas the Tinner". Paperback. Praxis Books. 2000. £7.50 
"The Broom Squire" Paperback. Blackdown Press. 1996. £9.99 
"Bladys of the Stewponey" Paperback. Praxis Books. 2003. £8.50 
"The Chorister" Paperback. Praxis Books. June 2004. £6.00 
"Court Royal" Paperback. Praxis Books. April 2005. £10.00 
"John Herring" Paperback, Praxis Books. £12.50. 
Margery of Quether with Other Strange and Curious Tales. Paperback, Praxis 
Books. 2009. £6. 
"Iceland its Scenes and Sagas". Signal Books. £12.99 
"Queen of Love" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
"Red Spider" Gloucester: Nonsuch Publishing. £6. 
"Now the Day is Over" by Harold Kirk-Smith. Richard Kay. 1997. 
" 'Half My Life' The Story of Sabine Baring-Gould and Grace " by Keith Lister. 
Charnwood Publications, 2002. £12 .. 95 (£2.00 P&P) Available from the author at 13 
Grove Road, Horbury, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF4 6AG 
"The West Country as Literary Invention" Simon Trezise. University of Exeter 
Press. 2000. £13.99 
"Never Completely Submerged. The Diary of Sabine Baring-Gould." Transcribed 
by Ron Wawman. Grosvenor House Publishing. 2009. £9.99 (see website) 
An 80-page Bibliography is available from the Hon. Editor. 


